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THIS SUMMER, JOIN THE MOVEMENT FOR A BETTER FUTURE.
People = Power = Justice




Climate Summer (New England):  Climate Summer riders travel exclusively by bicycle in small teams across New England, spending approximately one week in a community before biking on to the next. While in each town, riders connect with community leaders who are actively addressing society’s addiction to fossil fuels by crafting local solutions that strengthen communities. Riders bring with them a movement-building perspective, empowering those they meet and helping to highlight the important work of local organizations with the local press and in our digital Movement Map, which will catalogue the efforts of groups in each community visited. While riders are encouraged to train in preparation, riders of all skill levels - including beginners - are welcome. 
Program Dates: June 13th - August 18th

Ride for the Future (Gulf Coast):  In the summer of 2012, our Ride for the Future team will travel exclusively by bicycle together from New Orleans to ExxonMobil’s international headquarters in Irving, Texas.  Along the way, the participants will learn from and highlight local efforts to improve communities while transitioning them away from fossil fuels.  At the same time, the riders will highlight the harms fossil fuels cause communities, from health impacts caused by pollution, to the destruction of life and livelihoods caused by both oil spills and climate-induced storms.  At ExxonMobil's headquarters, the riders will call for a meeting with executives from the world's wealthiest fossil fuel company to ask them to recognize their responsibility to help America and the world rapidly and responsibly transition away from fossil fuels.  Riders should be prepared for exceptionally hot summer weather, should be in good physical condition, and should be accustomed to 30-40 mile rides.   
Program Dates: May 22nd - July 30th

Interested riders may apply for both programs, or only apply for one program.  The programs are open to all young adults ages 18-25. You do not need to be attending/have attended college to apply. Full-time undergraduate and graduate students who fall outside of this range will also be considered. Applications will be processed according to the below schedule.  We encourage you to apply early, as the program will be filled as soon as a sufficient number of diverse and qualified applicants are received. Please refer to the bottom of application for submission instructions.

Priority Deadline: November 30th








Regular Deadline: January 15th                        

Extended Deadline: March 1st 

Applicant Information 
Name  ___________________________ Gender __   Adult (unisex) T-Shirt Size:   XS S  M  L  XL 

Birth Date _____________________  E-mail _____________________________________

Permanent Address  ___________________________________________

City  ___________________  State  ____________   Zip  _____________

Home Phone  __________________________   Cell Phone  ________________________

Are you currently a student?   Y  /  N

If not, what currently occupies your time? ________________________________________
If so, please share the following
School Address  ______________________________________________

City  ___________________  State  ____________   Zip  _____________

School  ___________________________  Date of Graduation  __________  Major  ___________  

How did you hear about Better Future Project and/or its Summer Programs?  
_______________________________________

References 

Please list the name, phone number, and e-mail of two teachers, family friends, faith leaders, employers, or other mentors who may be contacted as a personal reference. Please let these references know we will be contacting them. 

	1) Reference Name
	
	2) Reference Name
	

	Relationship
	
	Relationship
	

	Phone (day)
	
	Phone (day)
	

	(night)
	
	(night)
	

	Email
	
	Email
	


Education and Experience: 
(Please list high school education, undergraduate and graduate studies, and other relevant training/coursework.) 

	School
	Location
	Dates Attended
	Date Graduated
	Field(s) of Study

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


1) List any honors or awards that you have received during your time at any of the above institutions or in your post-student life. Which is the most meaningful to you and why? 

2) If your education has not been continuous (other than summer/semester breaks), please describe how you have spent your time when not in school.    

3) Please list any relevant work, volunteer experience or training you have had.  Include name of organization, duties and responsibilities, and dates of involvement.  What were the major lessons that you learned, and how would you apply them in the context of your work this summer? 

4) Which program(s) are you applying to?  Why? If you are applying to both programs, please state any preference you have between the two.

5) Would you feel comfortable asking family and friends to support your role in the movement with a donation? While we do not require interns to fund raise in order to participate, as a grassroots organization, we at Better Future Project rely upon the generosity of individual supporters for much of our funding - and find that our interns are uniquely poised to help broaden the pool of our supporters. Your answer will NOT impact our decision regarding your application.  We are including this question as a way to let you know that interns will be encouraged to help with grassroots fundraising as they are able. 

6) Do you require financial assistance in order to participate?  If so, please specify how much assistance you believe you would require in order to participate.  Please note that we have limited funds available to help broaden the socioeconomic diversity of our programs, and we ask that only those with sincere need request assistance. Also note that in some cases, we may be able to loan a bicycle and/or other gear. Will you need this kind of assistance in order to participate?  The application process is need-blind, and we encourage all interested applicants to apply. The question of financial assistance will be discussed separately from the admissions decision process and on an individual basis.

Personal Reflection

5) Please describe an experience you have had when you identified a problem and were proactive about finding and implementing a solution. Was your solution effective?  If so, why?  If not, why not?  What did you learn from the process?

6) Fossil fuels and climate change are both factors in a wide variety of local and global problems, challenges, and concerns. What impact of fossil fuels and climate change are you most concerned about? Why are you motivated to participate in this program? 

7) What do you hope to gain from your experience with the Better Future Project Summer Programs?  How do you envision this summer contributing to your plans for the future? 

8) Briefly describe your vision for a better future free from the burning of fossil fuels.

9) Both of our summer programs will require a lot of emotional and physical energy from all participants. When you are tired and in a bad mood, how will you keep going? 

10) Our riders bring their passions and skills with them to enrich the program. What strengths, skills or unique perspective would you bring to your team? Are you a musician, woodworker, blogger, video editor, baker, gardener, community organizer, bike mechanic, poet, athlete, designer? 


THINK BIG!

Health 

The following information will be kept confidential. Please be as honest as possible, knowing that we are planning on working with people who have various physical backgrounds and biking histories. Please answer the questions below with your own safety and the safety of others in mind. 

1) Do you have any physical or mental impairments that will require adaptations for housing, 

transportation, traveling, communications, or other aspects of either summer program? If yes, please explain.

2) Do you have any dietary restrictions, physical or ideological, which would require accommodations? If yes, please explain. 

3) As you know, much of our time throughout the program will be spent biking. Do you have any 

physical condition, past or present, that might hinder your ability to participate in long bike rides? If 

so, what accommodations could be made? 

Better Future Project requires that all participants have their own health insurance.  Will you have health insurance for the duration of the program?   Y /  N  *Please note, if you do not expect to have health insurance but would like to ride, please apply.  We will evaluate your application on its merits and if we offer you admission to a program, discuss ways to fund your insurance for the summer.
Before you submit your application, please rename the file so that your family name (your last name) is part of the file name. BFPSummerApplication2012_FamilyName
Please email the completed application and the accompanying writing sections to: 

apply@betterfutureproject

HYPERLINK "mailto:summerprograms@betterfutureproject.org".

HYPERLINK "mailto:summerprograms@betterfutureproject.org"org
If you have questions about the program or the application process, drop us an email at

s

HYPERLINK "mailto:summerprograms@betterfutureproject.org"ummerprograms

HYPERLINK "mailto:summerprograms@betterfutureproject.org"@

HYPERLINK "mailto:summerprograms@betterfutureproject.org"betterfutureproject
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Better Future Project is fiscally sponsored by the Open Space Institute, Inc., as part of their Citizen Action Program. OSI is a nonprofit public charity exempt from federal income tax under Sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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